
 

PRESS STATEMENT 

NET METERING TARIFFS AND CONNECTION FEES APPROVED 

  29TH AUGUST 2024  

The Energy Regulation Board has approved the Net Metering and Connection fees to enable the 

public to participate as producers and consumers (prosumers) of electricity on the national grid 

and support the country's solar explosion.  

The Minister of Energy recently signed into law the Electricity (Net Metering) Regulations which 

were published in the Government Gazette dated 5th July 2024. The Regulations enable 

Distribution Network Service Providers such as ZESCO, to offer a net metering programme to 

its consumers. As part of its mandate, and in conformity with the Regulations, the ERB is 

mandated to determine and publish the reference tariffs, and to regulate and approve distribution 

use-of-system charges levied by a distribution enterprise on a wheeling prosumer.  

 

The ERB has determined K1.59/kWh as the Net Metering tariff. The Board has also determined 

that the Distribution Use-of-System (UoS) Charge shall not exceed ZMW 0.39/kWh. 

The approved Net Metering Tariffs are summarized in the table below. 

Approved Net Metering Tariffs 

 Approved Net Metering 

Tariff  
ZMW/kWh 

Reference Tariff 1.59 

Distribution use of System Charge 0.39 

 

The ERB has therefore directed ZESCO to apply the stated tariffs for Net Metering Exports and 

Net Metering Distribution Use-of-System Charges. The tariffs will apply until 31st December 

2024, at which point the ERB will review the matter and determine the applicable tariff thereafter.  

Regarding connection fees related to procurement and installation of Net Metering Meters, the 

ERB considered ZESCO’s application for fees related to the recovery of costs for procuring, 

delivering and installing the Net Metering Meters. The fees were proposed to be applied on Single 

Phase Pre-Paid Customers, Three Phase Pre-Paid Customers, and Maximum Demand Customers.  

The ERB has, therefore, approved the Connection Fees as presented in the table below. 



Approved Connection Fees 
Fee Description  Single Phase 

Prepaid 

Prosumers 
(ZMW) 

Three Phase 
Prepaid 

Prosumers 
(ZMW) 

Maximum 
Demand 

Prosumers 
(ZMW) 

(a) Labour 1,390.40 1,390.40 1,390.40 

(b) Transport (Administrative) 347.60 347.60 347.60 

(c) Base Cost of Meter  4,440.00  7,500.00  30,810.00 

(d) Excise Duty and VAT (30%) 1,332.00 2,250.00 9,243.00 

(e) Labour 961.60 961.60 961.60 

(f) Transport (Meter Installation) 240.40 240.40 240.40 

TOTAL(a+b+c+d+e+f) 8,712 12,690 42,993 

 

The Board has also directed ZESCO to develop and implement an option for a staggered payment 

plan of the approved Connection Fees to encourage optimal public participation in Net Metering.  

Furthermore, the Board has directed ZESCO to immediately publish net metering step by step 

connection guidelines and billing and reconciliation guidelines respectively. ZESCO is also 
required to publish technical guidelines for net metering prosumers to conform to the 

Distribution Code. 
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